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For an afternoon, a day, or a weekend...come and enjoy Northeastern Connecticut! 
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VICTORIA STATION CAFE 


Fire’& Ice Festival - Downtown Putnam (Photo courtesy of Discover Putnam) 





appy New Year from the Putnam Traveler! 
He«« a reason to getaway or take a stay- 

cation? We have dedicated this issue of the 
Traveler to food and beverages served right here in 
the Quiet Corner. This issue features locally brewed 
beer, gourmet coffee, gourmet olive oil & vinegar, 
kitchenware plus cooking classes, natural foods, 
vitamins and homeopathic remedies, the area’s first 
wine cellar for private parties and intimate dining, 


wine served at area restaurants and Food Store...This hidden treasure features 


on premises, Victoria Station Café 
offers a large menu of hot beverages 
and sweet treats, Martha’s Herbary 
carries wonderful herbs, cook books 
and classes, Pomfret Spirit Shop offers 

a wide variety of wine and specialty 
liquors. Too many to list - we hope you 
enjoy this issue of the Putnam Traveler! 


a cornucopia of wellness right here in 
Putnam...If you love beer you need to 
visit Black Pond Brews, located in the 
basement of Danielson Adventure 
Sports to see what’s being served at the 
one and only Quiet Corner brewery... 
Discover Ben’s Beans...Going Beyond 
Great Coffee...Ben’s sells locally crafted 


and the Fire and Ice Festival’s chocolate contest! Of 
course, this is just a sampling of the offerings available : INSIDE: 
here. The Stomping Ground serves lunch and dinner : 
daily Wednesday through Sunday and unique beer on 
tap each night, The Vanilla Bean is always serving up 
something delicious, The Inn at Woodstock Hill and 
The Mansion at Bald Hill serves brunch, lunch and 
dinner, Taylor Brooke Winery produces award-winning 


gourmet beans available to coffee lovers 
everywhere... NOMA...Putnam’s high- 
end kitchen store features home décor, 
kitchen items, fancy olive oils and 
occasional workshops...And The Fire & 
Ice Festival held in Downtown Putnam features fun for 
the whole family! 


Local Advertisers...Local Real Estate... 
Downtown Putnam Events...85 Main’s 
New Wine Cellar...85 Main Uncorks 

a Unique Space for private parties and intimate dining 
including a special wine menu...Harvest Moon Health 





Downtown Putnam & Area Maps ¢ Businesses ¢ Local Activities ¢ Shopping & Events 





Te] Northeastern Connecticut is Forty-Five Minutes from Casinos, Hartford, & Providence 
Twenty Minutes from Worcester ¢ One Hour from Boston ¢ Three Hours from New York City 
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2015 FIRE & ICE FESTIVAL e Tianhe Putnam 
Saturday, February 14th 10am - 10pm 


“Feel the Heat on the Street” 


Dont Miss Fire Torches, Ice Sculptures, Fire Pits & Luminarias that Light the Way as You Stroll Main Street & Take in the 
Sights & Sounds. Professional Ice Carving Demonstrations, Fire Demonstrations, Amateur Ice Carving 
Competitions (Prizes in Youth & Adult Categories), as well as, Pre-Carved Ice Blocks are just some of the sights you will see. Be Sure 
to Make a Stop in the — & Galleries to Find the Perfect Spontaneous Gift! 


“Cup ids Arnow” 


Enjoy Dinner for Two with mi Ambiance! Sweetheart Specials to Fuel the 
Romance, along with Keepsake Fire & Ice Wine & Pint Glassware (at participating restaurants). 


“Go Gogether Like a Horse & Carriage”: 


Tour Downtown Putnam in Style with Horse & Carriage Rides. Daytime Family Carriage Available 11 - 3pm 
(no reservation required). Romantic Night Time Carriages by Reservation only 5 - 9pm. 


New this Year: Chocolate Sculpting Contest’ 


The Recipe for a Night that will Knock Your Valentine’ Socks Off! For more information: 


discoverputnam.com 
Re a ed ie, eee 

Run, walk, jig or jog! 
Great event for yng and young-at-heart. 
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COURTHOUSE 


GPutnam 5k 


& Wee Mile 





Sunday, March 15th 


Canal Street, Putnam, CT 


Start Time: 5K — 1:00 PM 
Kids Wee Mile — 12:30 PM 


susahaimaiateeina TODAY! 
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INEW WINE CELLAR 
Uncorks Unique Dining Options 


Like a hearty winter stew, a good idea that simmers for a while, gets even better. For James Martin, chef owner of 85 Main in Putnam and his 
business partners, Barry and Brian Jessurun, the idea of renovating the basement of their lively, downtown restaurant has been on their minds. 


BY NANCY P. WEISS 














a reality. Barry Jessurun worked in the theatre 
and used his experience with set design, 
especially his skill with lighting, to transform the space 
into a warm, welcoming dining area. Under Jessurun’s 
direction, every portion was upgraded and transformed. 

Now open, The Wine Cellar adds a new dimension to 


T hey needed time to focus to make their vision 


the burgeoning food scene in northeastern Connecticut. 
Martin, voted 2014 Restaurateur of the 

Year by the Connecticut Restaurant 

Association, was exposed early in his 


culinary education to great wines. + 
As part of the team at the East 
Coast Grill in Cambridge, he 


was given the responsibility of ( c | | A D 


preparing the daily Proprietor’s 
AT 85 MAIN 










List, a changing tableau of 
wines that were selected to 
pair with daily specials. He 
took notes on what the tasters 
observed and kept track of the 
trends in wine consumption. 
Now Martin and Barry and Brian 
Jessurun want to bring heightened engagement 
with wine to the Wine Cellar at 85 Main. They want 
to educate people about various aspects of wine while 
also offering them a pleasant space in which to enjoy 
themselves. Best of all for patrons of the Wine Cellar, 
the owners will pass on the good values they get from 
select vintners to consumers. Rather that doubling or 
tripling the cost of a bottle, the Wine Cellar will present 


het ; . Co-owner Brian Jessurun noted: “People want 
The room features a stone wine cave lined with shelves and bins brimming with hand- E bie bold (avwsand sue oreson-sinetnouecie 
selected wines. Three large aerial photographs of Connecticut vineyards, taken by : phenomenal. Pinot noir pairs well with the food we 
Woodstock artist, G. Leslie Sweetnam, add interest and depth to a long wall, painted in : serve at 85 Main.” 

earthy tones. Butcher block counters and table tops add to the décor, making the room, : Barry Jessurun said: “The area needed a space for 


hich dd aie ai P Co eee private, intimate dinners that meets the standard of food 
whicn can seat 40) peop e af a seafea ainner o1 44. stan ung, a tine vere ror sma pat ies, arid Reece by Oe iam. The Wine Collar wall get 


business meetings, rehearsal dinners, birthday celebrations and showers. : people talking and will add a new space, especially on 





Friday and Saturday nights for quieter dining.” 
“We want to do something creative of real quality. 


a price list that varies based on what is negotiated with =} The Wine Cellar will feature a separate wine list, : We will showcase local products and people as well as 

purveyors. : proper wine service and menus that pair well with : welcome national and international experts in food and 
“We want to extend value. Our patrons are : specific wines. wine,” Martin said as he glanced around the cellar that 

indulging in better wines and I want to share with them “My favorite winemaker is Ken Wright from Ken promises to hold many lively gatherings. 

what I have learned without prohibitive prices,” Martin : Wright Cellars. Wright came up with the #1 location in For reservations and to be on the mailing list for 

said. 2 the US for making pinot noir, Oregon. He has a dozen 2 special events, contact Dawn@85main.com or call 
The space will be used for more than private : vineyards and we have bought a case of wine fromeach : 860-928-1660. 

dining. There will be a series of chef tables, chef : one. We will feature a different Wright Vineyard every | 

demonstrations, including guest appearances by : month,” Martin said, giving an example of the plans he 

celebrity chefs and educational programs. : has for the Wine Cellar. 


Gah || Paint. Relax. | QO 


M WOODSTOCK, CT 
9 ews Have Fun. Drink Wine. 


Se: a Unique Clothing @ Gifts 


Saari Studios Boutique ARTIOU E 


112 Main Street in Putnam s paint bar 
(Montgomery Ward Building) 


e Handmade Jewelry Come to Artique and create a fantastic 

, painting while you celebrate a night out with 
° Lessons & Redesigns your friends and meet new people. 
: Gitts & Clothing And don't forget the wine! 


f ; 253 RT 171, SOUTH WOODSTOCK 
www.artiqueputnam.com (next to the Woodstock Fairgrounds) 


a7 
Open Wed ~ Sun I2-6pm 75 Main Street, Putnam, CT 06260 * 860.933.2221 f - 860-928-1514 ¢ Open W-S, 10-5 and Sun 12-5 
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A ‘Treasure Hidden in Plain Sight 


Harvest Moon is just steps away from Route 44, heading east out of Putnam. But it’s tucked away and people miss it if they’re not watching out... 
which has got to change! Upon arriving, you will find that the doors open into a welcoming shop, packed full of wonderful, healthy items. 
It's a cornucopia of wellness, right in Putnam. 


BY JENNER Peli k 


for 10 years and have developed an inventory 
built on meeting the needs and requests 
of their customers. The shop, with it’s cheerful, 
cozy atmosphere, is presided over by a pleasant, 
knowledgeable staff who are happy to answer questions 


inda and Tom Tagg have owned Harvest Moon 


about their many products but give you space to browse. : 


It's a bit of a Cheers meets convenience store with a 
Whole Foods twist kind of place - everyone knows your 
name and you can buy hard to find necessities as well as 
indulgent treats. 

Iam a browser, so while I amble around, 
discovering healthy treasures, I shamelessly eavesdrop 
as Linda offers guidance to customers, helping them 
find what they are looking for. Meanwhile Tom catches 
up with other customers, making sure one is recovering 
well from surgery, welcoming another, and ringing up 
others who pop in and out quickly, picking up supplies 
and a friendly word. 

Harvest Moon stocks a wide variety of supplements 
as well as homeopathic remedies, and Linda is adept 
at helping customers pick the best ones to meet their 
needs. They also carry essential oils, and natural home, 
health, and beauty aids, not to mention their allergen- 
free food products, including gluten, dairy, and soy free 
foods. The options range from flours, pastas and baking 
mixes to snacks or frozen and refrigerated goods. They 
have many quality brand names and source locally as 
well. They want to make connections between local 
vendors and customers. You can buy fresh eggs from 
nearby farms (always chicken eggs, but also duck eggs 


pile) 


Business Solutions, tic 


THE OnE SOURCE FOR PRINT AND 
PROMOTIONAL Business SOLUTIONS 


¢ Full Color Printing 
¢ Promotional Products 
& Apparel 


¢ Business Forms 
& Documents & Brooktyn, CT 


eBusiness Stationery (9 860-774-6904 
sakes 860-428-0767 


www.101bs.com 


vanilla bean 








: when they are in season), Buttercup raw milk, and local 
: honey. Glancing at the back shelves, there is yet another 
: section, packed with a selection of bulk dried fruits, 

: nuts, seeds and over 100 dried herbs and spices. 


C 
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Discovering Putnam? 


Take a relaxing break in our 
victorian style cafe! Choose from 
a huge selection of home-made 

desserts & pastries, coffee, 

espresso, lattes, frozen drinks... 
and more! 
Open 7 days a week! 
(860) 928-2600 


91 Main Street, Putnam CT 
www.victoriastationcafe.com 


“To Bean or 


not to Bean...?” 


...1S it really a question? 


breakfast 


since 1989 


860-928-1562 


lunch & dinner 


daily specials 
beer & wine 
gluten free options 


Connecticut’s 
Best Country Café 


~ outdoor patio ~ 


on 


“This impossibly funky Connecticut restaurant 
is full of character (and characters), and is truly 
in a class by itself.” www.HiddenBoston.com 


450 deerfield road - pomfret - connecticut 


www.TheVanillaBeanCafe.com 
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I feel like I’ve fallen into a reverse Genie in a Bottle - 


: how does so much good stuff fit into such a small place? 
: And I haven’t even talked about the Wall of Tea yet: 

: Yogi, Alvita, Choice, Traditional Medicinals, and more. 

: Teas to help you sleep or give you energy, digestive aids, 


cold remedies and simple hot teas perfect for a cold 


: winter’s day. 


With their mix of friendly, knowledgeable service, 
a wide variety of goods and quality selection, you'll be 


: glad you took the short jaunt to Harvest Moon. It is 
: behind Cargill Chevrolet in the Colonial Plaza and is 
: open every day of the week. Call or visit them online 


(860) 928-2352. 


: www.harvestmoonhealthfoods.net 


Open Thursday 
through Sunday 
10am - 5pm 
1140 Main Street 
Coventry, CT 06238 


Anne C. Burke 
860-498-0352 
c: 860-208-8215 


ROCK SOLID 


SOLUTIONS 


Natural Stone Walls * Walkways 


Decorative Ornaments 


JEFFREY M. JOSLYN 
(860) 230-8231 


fbjoslyncc@yahoo.com 


www.stonebuildsbest.com 


Also a New England Distributor of Cord Wood 
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BLACK POND BREWS 





If you love beer you need to visit the basement of Danielson Adventure Sports to see what’s 


being served at the one and only Quiet Corner brewery. An unassuming concrete room on the 


lower level of the historic train station in downtown Danielson is home to Black Pond Brews. 


Like many unique small businesses, Black Pond Brews was born as the hobby of two 
good friends, Cory Smith and Mike Teed. 


BY CRIS CADIZ 


the Quiet Corner, Cory and Mike are Woodstock 
Academy alumni from the class of 2005. They 
started brewing in 2010, when Mike received a home 
brew kit for Christmas. Brewed on New Year’s Eve, their 
first batch was “not that good”—according to Cory- 
but these friends soon developed a knack for creating 


S elf described “swamp Yankees” who grew up in 


interesting and tasty recipes. They started entering 
regional home brew contests and winning awards. “We 
brewed all the time when we were home brewing...we 
really liked the process and the ability to be scientific 
and creative at the same time,” says Cory. “We’re home 
brewers gone mad, I guess.” 

In the summer of 2012, after winning numerous 
home brew awards and getting some neutral feedback 
on the quality of their product, they decided to forma 
business. “We got to the point where we were winning 
ribbons in everything we entered. That was the last piece 
that justified us going forward,” says Cory. Two years of 
research followed plus significant investments of money, 
time and equipment until they were ready to open to the 
public in October of 2014. 

CT Uncommon lager, Razorblades IPA and Israel 
Putnam Brown Ale are a few of the tried and true 
recipes they brew often year-round. Cory & Mike are 
constantly coming up with new recipes and tinkering 
with ones that show long-term promise. Every week, you 
might find something new on their menu board, most 
reflecting their own special brand of humor and style. 
One of my favorites, despite its somewhat misogynistic 


The Leader In Quality Custom Homes & Remodeling 


WOODSTOCK BUILDING 
ASSOCIATES, LLC 


From design to completion 
Woodstock Building Associates works 
together to ensure consistently superior 
craftsmanship. Building costs are tailored to 


fit your budget without compromising quality. 


If you are looking for an experienced, 
organized, cost conscious builder, 
call Woodstock Building Associates today. 


REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION 
KITCHENS & BATHS * PLUMBING « AC/HEATING 


Vaca 


HOME BUILDERS 
ASSOCIATION 
OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 


Woodstock Building Associates, LLC 
78 Prospect Street * Woodstock, CT 06281 
860.928.0897 
wbahomes.com 


CT Home Improvement Contractor #565903 * CT New Home Construction Contractor #160 
















name, is Sexy Bitch, a smooth dark Belgian style 
beer. Other amusingly named brews include 


: Widowmaker, an imperial coffee stout, Salute Your 


Schwarz, a schwarzbier, or dark pilsner; and Gruvis 
Malt, a rye porter named after “a pretty awesome 
band from Rhode Island.” 

“We brew new recipes maybe 3-4 times a month,” 
says Cory, who explains that these are often simply 
inspired by what ingredients they have on hand at the 
time. “Sometimes an idea pops into our heads and we 
order ingredients to make that batch. We have been 
brewing long enough to know what flavors we can get 
from different ingredients. We utilize that knowledge to 
come up with something that is appropriate to a style or 
something entirely new and different.” 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


To make a single batch of beer takes a roughly 

i seven-hour brew day, two to three weeks to ferment 

: and a few days to carbonate. When a batch is done, it is 
: dispensed from small kegs to customers in growlers— 

: glass bottles that hold either 32 or 64 ounces. Folks are 
: always welcome to taste test what’s available. 

Black Pond Brews also distributes to a few local 

: watering holes, including Maury’s Pub and the 

: Whistling Train Saloon in Danielson. “We like to keep 

: it local whenever possible,” says Cory, who describes a 
' coffee stout they recently brewed with coffee from the 

: Steampunk Café on Main Street. “We brewed another 
stout yesterday with coffee and we forgot 
to get coffee ahead of time so we just 
walked over there.” Black Pond Brews has 
logo T-shirts, sweatshirts, and banners 
made by Up Top Screen Printing, also 
located in Danielson. 

Because both Cory and Mike work 
full-time jobs during the week, Black 
Pond Brews is only open for tastings 
and growler fills for limited hours on 
weekends. This seems to be fine for their 
steadily growing group of consumers—for 
now, at least. They are 
increasing their customer 
base mostly through social 
media, word of mouth 


and folks who try their 
pon beer at the local pubs and 
Nenana realize Black Pond Brews 


are located just down the 
street. 
Versatility and variety 
. might be one thing that 
: keeps customers coming back to Black Pond Brews. 
: Their brewing system allows them to create several 
: different sized batches at once. About 8 or 9 different 
: kinds of beer were fermenting during the evening I 
: visited. “We're not making a whole lot of anything, but 
: we're making a lot of different kinds,” says Cory. “We 
: brew at least one new batch every week and one staple/ 


flagship batch on top of that. _..continued on page 8 


TRANSITIONING JOBS 
OR RETIRING IN 2015? 


DON'T LEAVE YOUR RETIREMENT INVESTMENTS UNTENDED. 
WEISS & HALE FINANCIAL SIMPLIFIES MOVING YOUR 
MONEY TO A PORTFOLIO FITTING YOUR OBJECTIVES. 

WE ARE RETIREMENT PLAN SPECIALISTS. 


Wi 


WEISS 6 HALE 


FINANCIAL, 


Oe ae 


697 POMFRET STREET (RT 169), POMFRET CENTER, CI 06259 
TEL 860.928.2341 | WWW.WEISSANDHALE.COM 





CONTACT US IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT HOW WE CAN HELP SIMPLIFY RETIREMENT 
INVESTMENTS FROM PREVIOUS EMPLOYERS. WEISS & 
HALE OFFERS WEALTH MANAGEMENT AND FINANCIAL 
PLANNING SERVICES. WE OFFER CUSTOM, MANAGED 
INVESTMENT PROGRAMS BEST SUITED FOR PORT- 
FOLIOS OVER $500,000. SECURITIES AND ADVISORY 
SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH COMMONWEALTH 
FINANCIAL NETWORK MEMBER FINRA/SIPC, 

A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISER. 
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Immediate plans for expansion include improving ¢ ¢ 9 
their brewing system with specialized equipment and 4 
adding larger fermenters to allow them to brew double © 


the batch sizes they can currently produce. “We’ll be 
able to supply more places locally with our beer and ”? 
hopefully that sends more people here for growlers,” G O | N G B E Y O N D G R E A qT C O F F E E 
says Cory. “We're trying to expand at a sustainable level 
so we don’t get too far into debt at any point. As of right 
now we've done a decent job establishing ourselves and 
not being in the hole.” : Coffee is a daily ritual for many of us, and Jeff and Heather Klusek have opened Ben’s Beans to 
“Keeping it local is important to us because we were : make that ritual even more deliciously satisfying. Like numerous others, Jeff discovered coffee 
both born and raised here,” says Cory. “Over the years 
we have seen a lot 


BY JENNIFER HELLER 


: while in college. Not only was the late-night fuel essential to his studies, it also became his income 


si oppor trom when he took a job as a barista and became passionate about how delicious coffee could be. It’s 


our community, : — hard to enjoy an industrially processed, chemically laden beverage when you've tasted the real 
Tes 3 Spending money : thing. Good coffee became a habit for him, and when he met and married his wife, Heather, she 
Sori) PICA 2 on local business ; ; 
MN Qicas Bama? | k | became a convert. Jeff became interested in the process coffee beans go through on their way from 
b Fe ee eepsmoneyinour | . . 
RS lia F community and | the field to the cup and tried his hand at buying his coffee beans green and roasting them himself. 
| builds a stronger ' He found roasting coffee beans to be addictively fun and intriguingly complicated. Much like a 


connection with 
our neighbors that 
will help us build a flourishing economy and keep jobs 
and residents here. Connecticut has one of the highest Then the demand grew steadily - too steadily to keep it a hobby. 
emigration rates in the country because the business : 
opportunities are scarce and we can’t change that by 
leaving or spending money at national chains.” 

Annual events Black Pond Brews participates in 
are Harmonies & Hops in May, Thread City Hops 
Festival in Willimantic in April, and Tastes of the Valley 
in Woodstock in late summer. “We like to do tastings 





self-taught artist, he learned how to bring out the best qualities in each variety. Friends started 
asking him to roast for them, and word got out about his “coffee-whispering.” 


that are more local since we are more likely to get 
people to come in more frequently.” Keeping it small 
and local is also a way to honor brewing’s long history. 
“Before Prohibition and all throughout Europe, every 
town had their own brewery. We want to be the local 
establishment to go to,” says Cory. “I think there’s over 
3,000 breweries in the country now and I believe we 
are headed back towards that. Obviously you want to 
have outstanding beers and do something you can’t get 
anywhere else, but we want to be part of the scene and 
bring brewing back to its roots.” For more information, 
visit their website www.blackpondbrews.com and 
their Facebook page. 


wA Owe 
WILLIAM RAVEIS 


BACEPTIONAL PROPERTIES 





his was an answer to another puzzle Jeff and : quality of the product and the people involved in the 
BE) Woodstock, CI Heather had been working on. Tiring of working 2 process to get coffee from bean to mug. Thankfully, 
*%) Custom built post for others, they were itching to open their own : colfee drinkers in the last 20-30 years have realized that 
and beam home with } : business. This was their eureka! solution - open a : a tasty brew starts with quality coffee beans. And one 
a as tel Y : business centered on what they enjoyed, were good : of the most important ways to enable farmers to grow 
privacy/breathtaking : at, and people appreciated. The coffee culture in New : good quality coffee beans is to pay them fair prices for a 
westerly views. 3,436 | : England is growing and Jeti and Heather say one of the : high quality product. 
square feet - vaulted ceilings, gourmet kitchen, 3 fireplaces, 4 : most fun things about opening Ben’s Beans is the new Coffee plants, much like wine grapes, are 
bedrooms. Private driveway leads to this exceptional country Pea aiaet ee ee eee rf de Gina h h | bea 
estate home. $725,000 : friends that they have made. “People who love coffee are ; notoriously finicky about where they produce the finest 
: passionate about it!” : fruit. Coffee grows best at high altitudes in tropical 
Canterbury, CT As they were getting ready to launch into the : regions - areas of the world that are also home to 
sor ba ae : coffee business, Jeff was learning more about the coffee : grinding poverty. Commercial coffee farmers growing 
cape-5 bedrooms, din- : : . : . ; . 
on living room, | industry, and discovering some unsavory facts. The : coffee for sale are generally selling in quantity, and 
30x19 great room : coffee industry is “a terribly broken system and has : receive a price at or below their cost of production. 
cance 4 acres : been for hundreds of years.” The primary goal is to : There is simply no incentive for them to grow for 
ee eee : bring cheap coffee to the US, disregarding both the : quality. This is where Fair Trade and Direct Purchasing 
wonderland. 3 Tier 





deck in rear of home. Apartment over garage ready for you to 
finish. Barn with 17 ft ceiling/workshop/storage. $420,000 
— MARTHA'S, }JERBARY 
Lovely custom : , 
built colonial with : , Nie SS ee Fa 
mahogany front Oe PN a ~~ 
Porch,formal Dining he do 
Room, formal Living 
Room, beautiful 
Family Room. 
Kitchen with stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors/tile. 
Gracious oak staircase with balcony. Outside shed. Beautiful 


gardens and lush landscaping - This home absolutely beautiful 
and well maintained. $319,900 





ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE ASSOCIATES 


Real people. Great service. 


Delphine Newell 


Licensed in CT, FL, RI | ArchambaultIns.com 
“Dow't list your home or start your search for a ACCES SORIES IN | 


new home without talking to we first. As your AND OvuT OF THE GARDEN 
Realtor, I'l show you what truly remarkable = . | 
service and outstanding results ave all about.” Unique Clothes, Jewelry, Books & Soaps PUTNAM OFFICE DANIELSON OFFICE 


860-933-6955 589 POMERET STREET T 860 928 0811 T 860 779 5030 
delphine.newell@raveis.com P.O. BOX 236 e POMFRET, CT 06258 TOLL FREE 877 928 0811 TOLL FREE 866 779 5030 
Website: www.DelphineNewell.com : 860-928-0009 | F 860 928 6462 F 860 774 2025 
HOURS: TUSEDAY-SAT 10-5PM ~ SUNDAY 12-5PM 143 Providence St. Putnam 136 Main St. Danielson 





Remarkable Service = Outstanding Results 
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comes in. By giving farmers a fair price for quality coffee 
they have profit to invest back into their land, as well as 
to afford their families sufficient food, clean water and 
send their children to school. 

This is a business model that understands that 
paying a fair price for a cup of coffee is actually a better 
cost value in the big picture - it’s a better value for the 
many people involved in the coffee industry and the 
earth where the beans grow, not to mention fewer 
chemicals in my bloodstream! 

This concept ignited Jeff and Heather, and they 
took a bet that the inhabitants of the Quiet Corner 
would agree with them - great coffee is a wonderful 
thing. Then they took it a step further. “Be the change 
you wish to see in the world,” said Mahatma Gandhi, 
and Ben’s Beans is a demonstration that a business 
can be for-profit and still be a positive force for change 
in the world. As a college student, Jeff traveled to 
Timbuktu, Mali and was forever changed by the poverty 
he witnessed. “You can’t un-see that.” For every bag 
of coffee sold, Ben’s Beans makes a donation to one 
of their three partner organizations, which operate in 
coffee producing countries. Mercy Ships, Water.org, and 
Kids Alive! and are their three partners and they have 
links to each of these organizations on the Ben’s Beans 
website. 





Their primary focus was on roasting excellent 
coffee beans for retail and wholesale so that 
people could brew and drink a great cup at 
home, out they also realized that a storefront 
presence was essential. So with enthusiasm, and 
6 month-old baby Ben in tow, in July of 2014 they 
launched both businesses together. 





By keeping it simple, Ben’s Beans produces coffee that 
appeals to a variety of palates. They sell their roasted 
coffee beans by the pound and can grind them to your 
specifications. Monthly “Coffee Club” subscriptions 
with free local delivery and free shipping are available. 


ay oasis in winter, warm bright and Colorfyj) 


Green and flowering plants, terrariums, 
air plants & accessories. Seasonal home décor, 
Stonewall Kitchen, fine chocolates and 
party wares to enhance your celebrations. 
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~ more too! 


Businesses can purchase coffee wholesale and Ben’s 
Beans is sold or served at Heirloom Cafe, Coriander 
Cafe, Harvest Moon, Willimantic Co-op and Mrs. 
Bridges Pantry, among others. 

The cafe may have originally been an afterthought 
to the beans, but it is a delightful setting to enjoy their 
delicious coffee or a selection of teas. They serve a 
variety of Nutty Grace’s baked goods as well as fair 
traded chocolates. Jeff, Heather, and any of the baristas 
are happy to chat about their coffee. In fact, classes are 
on the radar, so stay tuned for upcoming events. 


PANACHE 


(Ee nsignment Boutiq ue 


= The idea of a"full cup” represents ~ 
= optimism, prosperity & hope. But this * 
— ismore than amugwith a cheery 
=* name. For every mug sold, we are 
= donating 1Lb. of food to Putnam's 
. local food bank, Daily Bread, Your 
cup is full of delicious coffee, and 
* someone else's “cup” is filled a little 
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: Jeff and Heather strive for excellence: excellent coffee, 
excellent service, excellent treatment for the producers 
of their coffee and giving back to those in need. It gives 


: Jeff joy to talk to customers about the process, quality 


and industry behind coffee. And he feels that he is 
benefiting people on both ends of the process - which 
is a job well done. Too wildly naive you say? It'll never 
fly? Well, stop in and try Ben’s Beans - you might just 
be the next coffee convert! Visit them online at www. 
bensbeans.org 


Clothing, Accessories, Jewelry, 
Vintage & Home Decor 


Fashion for You and 
Your Home 





Exciting New Arrivals Daily! ij = 


_ 


260 Rte. 171 # South Woodstock, CT 
(860) 928-0571 © Mon - Sat 9-5, Sunday Seasonal 
www.gardengatefloristct.com 


136 Main Street, Putnam, CT 06260 ¢ 860.963.2100 © www.panacheofputnam.com 
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Theatre of Northeastern Connecticut 
30 Front Street (Rt. 44) Downtown Putnam, Connecticut 


CAUGHT INTHE NET 


J Jan. 30, 34, Feb. 1, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15 - | = = Sie 
You'll hardly believe what has happened to 
uproarious antics in Run for Your Wife. With the help 
of his friend Stanley, he has managed to keep his two wives separate, but now 


his son and daughter from separate wives have met on line. Further hilarity 
ensues in this comical farce. $19.00 adults & $15.00 seniors or students. 


Freshest Ingredients Prepared With A Continental Touch 


GOURMET DINING « SEASONAL MENU « FINE WINE 


SEATING 
Tues-Thurs 5-8:30 
Fri & Sat 5-9:00 
Sunday Brunch 11-2:00 
& Dinner 4-8:00 


Reservations Requested 


bd 
- 2 sd oe April 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26 
The Little Sisters of Hoboken are back in the habit again 
in our 2015 return of one of the best loved musicals of all 
time! Don't miss this divine musical comedy that's 
guaranteed to lift your spirits. $23.00 adults & $19.00 seniors or students. 


29 Plaine Hill Road 
Woodstock, CT 
974-3456 
Visit us on the web at 
mansionatbaldhill.com 


~ Inviting Ambience of a Classic Era ~ 
A Hidden Gem in Connecticut’s Quiet Corner 


860-974-3456 


Make Your Next Special Occasion “Simply Memorable” 


For tickets please order online or call 860-928-7887 
www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 
Tickets may be purchased at the box office. 
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NOMA: laste for the Good Life 


George Melendez and Esperanza Gomez know what they want when they see it. 


On one of their first visits to downtown Putnam three years ago, Esperanza turned to George and said: “I want to own that building,” 


as she pointed to a partially renovated location that once housed a bank and offices. Today, NOMA is written prominently on the 


facade and a busy, stylish kitchen and home business is open to the public. 


NANGY P. WEISS 


e journey for George and Esperanza to Putnam 
has been circuitous. Born in Philadelphia, the two 
grew up together and fell in love at age 13. Later 

Esperanza and her family moved to California, where 
she began a career in real estate. Esperanza and George 
married other people and divorced. Seven years ago, 
they found each other again on Facebook and knew that 
the spark of attraction burned as brightly as when they 
were teenagers. They married and moved to Woodstock 
where George is in charge of the global supply chain for 
Crabtree & Evelyn. 


























TRY OUR DELICIOUS GRUB Hours: 
Wed 11:00am-12:00am 
WITH MARY LOCAL, ORGANIC thurs 11:00am-12:00am 


AND ALL NATURAL INGREDIENTS! = Fri 11:00am-1:00am 


CONNECTICUT Sat 11:00am-1:00am 


USDA Pay Sun 11:00am-12:00am 
Lie nn. 


LIVE MUSIC 5 NIGHTS A WEEK 
NO COVER CHARCE! 
10 CRAFT AND MICROBREWS ON TAP 


132 Main St, Putnam CT 
the-stomping-ground.com 
www.facebook.com/PutnamStompGround 
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As the couple settled in to their new surroundings, 
Esperanza sought a retail space to sell a variety of items. 
One day George took her to lunch in Putnam and 


afterwards surprised her by showing her space in the 
Montgomery Ward building that he had just leased for 


her business. The first version of NOMA was soon open. 


George and Esperanza were interested in offering a 
line of high quality olive oils and vinegars. They needed 
the right location and soon George began negotiating 
with the owners of the building at 135 Main Street that 
had originally caught Esperanza’s eye. A deal was crafted 
and renovation began in earnest. 

The ground floor of the building, a striking, and 
stucco edifice was renovated in 10 months. Work 


THE INN aT WoopstTock HILL 
RESTAURANT & INN 


This unique bed and breakfast inn is home to a fine dining restaurant 
serving gourmet lunches, exquisite dinners and Sunday brunches. 
An ideal setting for weddings, receptions and special events. 


The Inn at Woodstock Hill 
94 Plame Hill Road * Woodstock, CT 
860-928-0528 ¢ www.woodstockhill.com 
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continues on the remainder of the space, but with 3,509 
square feet, George was ready to open tasting bars for 
olive oils and vinegars that he had specially sourced. 

“We think we are the largest olive oil tasting bar in 
the nation. Most are 600-1600 square feet. When we 
validate the number, we plan to promote it,” George said 
with a smile. 

Shiny containers of infused olive oils line one wall at 
NOMA, which Melendez imports from around the world 
from companies that follow the harvest and press the 
olives within hours of being picked. Many of the oils are 
infused with fruit essences such as blood orange and fig. 

On an opposite wall are gleaming containers of 
vinegars, including one that has been aged for 75 years. 

The name, NOMA, was chosen because George and 
Esperanza thought Main Street ran north and south and 
NOMA was a version of north main. While that is not the 
actual direction of the street, the name stuck, along with 
George’s signature touch, the bright red color of the letter, 
©} 

Renovating and designing the lay out of the building 
was a joint project for the couple. George has worked 
in retail since 1982 when he was on the team that 
developed the point-of-sale system for inventory control 
and Kmart. Later he has his own software company, 
which became a certified partner with Microsoft, as well 
as global positions with major corporations. 





“I've lived and traveled globally and worked 
with wine and chocolate for 7 years. I’ve 
visited many vineyards in Europe and met 
most of the owners, staying in their chateaux 
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ARIS & FRAMING 


& THE SOCHOR ART GALLERY 


Custom FRAMING 


Sheri Sochor: 860-963-0105 
The difference is...I care. 
- ART & FRAME RESTORATION - 
- ANTIQUE & CONTEMPORARY ART & PHOTOGRAPHY - 


Compare our prices and you will be pleasantly surprised! 


is pe UTT Pouses Suaulliils 
WED-SAT 10-5, SUN 11-5 
www.artsandframingputnam.com 


in France. That’s why one gets a feeling of 
Europe when entering our business,” George 
said. 





Plans focus on dedicating a large area in the building to 
chocolate. A chocolate bar in the rear will feature hot 
cocoa, chocolate truffles, bars and pastries. A case on the 
glistening center island holds liquor infused chocolates 
flown in from Coppeneutr, a chocolatier based in German, 
including a cabernet soutflé in a chocolate cup the size of 
a shot glass. 

Private label pasta, homemade in Washington 
State, will also figure prominently. NOMA will offer 
over 30 flavors that are cholesterol and egg free. The 
first shipment sold out quickly and the next will feature 
chocolate, dark calamari and basil pastas among other 
tastes. 

NOMA will offer educational programs and tastings 
two or three times per month. Guest chefs and food 
specialists will demonstrate their techniques in cooking, 
baking and innovating techniques. The small group 
experiences will be advertised on the website. By 
registering online one can reserve a spot at the events, 
which Melendez has designed to appeal to anyone who 
enjoys good food. 

Recipes are posted every week on the website to 
encourage home cooks to experiment with new flavors 
and try items offered at the store. 

A visit to NOMA is like stepping in to a high-end 
shop in a city. From unique items for home décor, fancy 
aprons, elegant table linens, a line of gourmet seasonings 
to charming bibelots imported from Columbia, SA, where 
Esperanza has relatives, to olive oils and vinegars, the 
shop represents good taste with an international flair. 

Esperanza Gomes and George Melendez clearly 
know what they want and know how to make it happen. 


NOMA is located at 135 Main Street, Putnam, CT 
06260. Reach them at: www.NOMAHOME.Com and 
follow them on Facebook or at info@nomahome.com. 
Telephone 860-928-4750. NOMA is open 6 days a 
week. Closed on Mondays. See website for details. 


Escape 
the ordinary. 
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Three showrooms. 


One location. 
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Endless possibilities. 


107 Dresser Hill Rd, (Rte 31) 
Charlton, MA 01507 
(508) 248-5566 


MON AND FRI 10-8 
TUES, WED AND THUR 10-6 
Sat 10-5 | SUN 12-5 








charltonfurniture.com 


NW Aletnt to 


The Suyn Carey Ian 


“,.. one of the most spectacular settings fora wedding in 
all of Connecticut” —- Connecticut Magazine 


Call for an appointment for your personal tour of the estate 


and visit our website for a preview www.gwyncareginn.com 


OS Velf Den Road, Y mfr Center, Ct O6259 
SOO-92S-SO1S 
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“Discover the Romance of Downtown Putnam” 
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L draw you out on a February weekend, historic 
Downtown Putnam will come to the rescue with 
the 4th Annual Fire @ Ice Festival. On Saturday, 
February 14th, escape the winter blahs 
with a romantic and exciting event 
organized by the Putnam Business 
Association, local merchants, and 
community volunteers. The public 
is invited to attend this festive 
winter happening, complete with 
ice sculptures, horse & carriage rides, 
luminaria, fire torches, live music, and more. 
Families and couples alike will fall in love 
with the creative offerings of this event, which 
will run from 10am to 9 pm. Family-friendly 
activities include family carriage rides from 1lam 
to 3pm, fun photo boards, and live ice carving 
demonstrations throughout the Main Street area. 
Putnam’s Fire @ Ice is the largest single ice block 
carving festival in New England and organizers 
look to top last year’s record of 25 ice sculptures. 
A chocolate contest hosted at The Empty 
Spaces Project Gallery at 114 Main Street will 


feature creations by chefs, students, and novices on : 


display throughout the day. After sunset, luminaria 
will fill downtown Putnam with an ambient glow. 
Fire torches will help light the way for romantic 
carriage rides from 5pm to 9pm. Be on the lookout 
for fire dancing performances and warm up with 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
BY B.J. CASSIO 


Since 1993 


Light Carpentry * Ceramic Tile 
Bathroom Remodeling 
My Specialty 


(860) 963-1904 « Cell: (860) 450-6515 
email: bjhomeimp@sbcglobal.net 


~ References Available Upon Request ~ 


Licensed & Insured 
CT. Lic # 00554494 
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The mission of the Wyndham Land Trust is to preserve 


and protect land in Northeast Connecticut. 
We need your help to support our mission. 


Please consider becoming a member or sending a donation. 


Include your name, address, and email address 
and send a check to: 
Wyndham Land Trust, Inc. 
PO Box 302 
Pomfret Center, CT 06259 


MEMBERSHIP DUES: 
Individual annual membership: $25.00 
Family annual membership: $35.00 





/L Pel 
For more information about our work, visit us at 


www.wyndhamlandtrust.org or contact us at 
info@wyndhamlandtrust.org or 860 963 2090. 


Your membership and donations are tax deductible. 


cocktails and a special meal at one of Putnam’s 


: many restaurants. 


According to 85 Main Owner and Chef James 
Martin, in 2014 the festival drew over 3,000 people 
to town. Four years ago, the Putnam Business 

Association gathered to brainstorm ideas 
Se Ou My steltomavaelmaet-lemnverelcemeranon-til 
\\ businesses capitalize on this popular 
holiday. “Valentine’s Day is a big day 
» forthe restaurants, not so much for 
7 / the shops,” says Victoria Station Café 
é yp Owner Christina Donatelli-Anderson. 
“And February is usually a tough month 
for most of the businesses downtown. We 
have festivals and events all year long in Putnam 
except for winter, so we thought why don’t we put 
something on in February? And Putnam, to me 
anyway, just reeks of romance. It’s the perfect place 
for a romantic festival.” 

Sle_yymabualae ms Coyapanteyccmualcovussr-lalojemeame-laut-(xXe 
ticket sales, restaurant specials, and a radio contest 
from WINY 1350 AM to win a romantic evening for 
two lucky sweethearts. Dark and milk chocolate bars 
Jo) (ead ebuolered se letan aeluat-veeMl st-\Vomp)ardocmablel <aomtelre 
select candy bar wrappers — including tickets for a 
romantic carriage ride and a Samsung Galaxy Tablet 
4 from Savage Systems. Visit www.DiscoverPutnam. 
com for all the details. 


THE RECTORY SCHOOL «x 


At The Rectory School, we celebrate 
the Individual and develope 
proficiencies in academics, the arts, 
athletics, and citizenship 


Familial Community with a Supportive 
Learning Environment 
Student: Teacher Ratio: 4:1 
Average Class Size: 10 


An Independent, Coed Junior Boarding 
(5-9) and Day School (K-9) 
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“An outing to 85 Main can make you feel like you’ve been on vacation” 


MIDDLE COLLEGE 





-Worcester Telegram & Gazette 






















Named Connecticut Restaurant Association’s aN. 
2014 Restaurateur of the Year OPEN HOUSE @ re SAC) 
January 14, 2015 EG cestconn 
Seafood * Steak ° Sushi * Raw Bar ¢ Vegetarian Vintsateclim ali metiaiits 6:00-7:30pm 
Full Bar e Creative Cocktails ¢ Extensive Wine List fresh, local, organic, sustainable, * Quinebaug Valley Community College Auditorium 
Gluten Free ¢ Inspired Daily Specials artistically driven ingredients * Informational Night with Tours 


. . . oe ¢ Pizza dinner will be provided 
Gift Cards Available ° Private Dining Room 


Casual Fine Din ns Come see what QMC has to offer! We are a 


inviting & contemporary bar public magnet high school, grades 9-12 that 
ALL NEW. ee atmosphere, sy Fe LelaFeimeleicelelelmelie ing offers college classes, early-degree options and a 


— P S.T.E.M. infused curriculum (Science, Technology, 
85 Main S Wine Cellar Engineering & Math). Housed in a brand-new 
available for Special Events! 


wing of Quinebaug Valley Community College 
in Danielson we also offer Pathways to Advanced 
Manufacturing, Allied Health Careers and 
Environmental Science. 





enjoy our 
raw bar, sushi, 


; lunch, dinner, or 
Recently nominated “Chef of the Year” [ate night bar menu 


and “Restaurant of the Year’”’ 2013 served daily 


“Plated Perfection” k* *y4 en. 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette, 2010 


Winner of 6 Best of CT Awards 
“Best Bar’ Statewide Runner-Up 
CT Magazine Reader's Choice 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 





at 


! = ) REQUEST ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
eo! LS aS APPLY NOW 


85 Main St. ET CT ® Fear p i com ¢ 860. Ney www.eastconn.org/qmc | 860-932-4040 














Complete Estate 











& House Cleanouts 
We Guy Tems! _ 
a lete Cleanouts of Estate, House, Attic, #JPERFORMING AND CREATIVE ARTS CENTRE 
Cellar, Garage,Barn or Items on Property 








We Will Work With You Fast & Efficiently 
To Help Make Your Cleanout Completely Worry Free! 










at the ‘complex 


LOGEIA translates in Greek as collection; 


vyohn: 800-989-4524 —_ : * @ee to take up a collection for those in need. 


LOGEIA at the complex is a collection of 
nts Pha eaten | Original art work, one of a kind jewelry, 
Over 20 years experience - a fasted name within the community. fun gifts and finds, local flair, dancewear, 


| z and more. LOGEIA also features a 
iSlateE 


CREATE-A-CARD Centre where you 

can get creative and make your own 

greeting cards! 

LOGEIA’s profits benefit the youth 

performance companies at The 

Complex. A great place to shop and for 
; an even greater reason. Visit LOGEIA 

Annist talks, Works-in-Progress showings, | upstairs inside The Complex at 134 Main 

Community outreach projects, Event : Street, Putnam, CT. 

Parties and more! ; | 
heey 
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Classes in dance, music, 
theatre, and creative arts, 


anes Saal ae eae oii Ke) 
yourself and those you love! 


EXPLORATORY APPROACH 


PROFESSIONAL FACULTY 
STUDENT COMPANIES: 
Theatre For Kids.. By Kids 
Putnam Children’s Chorus 
TO ARTS MAKING 


Northeast CT Youth 


Ballet Co. 
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Breakin Through 
The Choir Escape 


Find us on fj 


Located on the second floor at Garden Gate Florist & Giff Shop 
260 Connecticut 171, Woodstock, CT 06281 
Periwinklesct@gmail.com ¢ 860-315-4411 


963.7170 ¢ WWW.THECPAC.ORG 
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Don’t Miss Out On The Next Issue — to Advertise Call... 860-963-0414 or visit www.PutnamTraveler.com 





